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SOCOTECO-| GATHERS MCOs AND STAKEHOLDERS
FORITS 46TH AGMA

The South Cotabato | Electri
Cooperative, Inc. (SOCOTECO-I
successfully held its 46th Annual
?enemr Membership Assembly
AGMA) on August 30, 2025. The
event, theme Beyond Power
Electric Cooperatives Empowering
Communities, Changing Lives,
brought together member-
consumer-owners MCOs),
stakeholders, and key figures from
the power industry to celebrate
achievernents and outline future
plans.

A day of community and
recognition

The assembly began with a

vibrant Parade of Districts and
Parade of Colors, setting a
celebratory tone. Following the

preliminaries, the opening remarks
were then delivered by Board
President Dir. Andrade F. Lagos,
who  formally  welcomed all
attendees. Notable guests were
recognized, including City of
Koronadal Mayor Hon. Eliordo U,
Ogena, who was reEresented b
City Administrator, Atty. Rene E.
Jumilla.

Distinguished speakers delivered
messages of support and
congratulations. Nationg)
Electrification Administration (NEA
Administrator Mr., Antonio Mariano
C. Almeda and

Deputy Administrator Atty. Omar
M. Mayo, who was represented by
Ms. Rina R. Doling, Acting Division
Manager of the NEA EC Training
Institute, both highlighted the
crucial role of electric cooperatives
in national development.

A key highlight of the program was
the Awarding of the Best Barangay
Power Association (BAPA), which
recognized BAPAs  for  their
outstanding contributions.
Messages from Philippine Rural
%tsctric Cooperatives Association
PHILRECA) Generdl Manager Atty.
Janeene Depay-Colingan and
various partylist representatives,
including Cong. Presley C. De
Jesus ?Ph:!reca Partylist) and
Cong. Sergio C. Dagooc (APEC
Partylist), reinforced the stron
network and advocacy behin
rural electrification, with many
expressing support for the
franchise  extension of electric
cooperatives like SOCOTECO-I,

The cooperatives commitment to
expanding access to electricity
was underscored by the Hi hli%hts

of the Energization o itio
Electrification Program (SEP) and
PVM-SHS, followed (s

Ceremonial Switch-On that
symbolized the new connections
implemented across the franchise
ared.

Conlinued on page 3.,
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Continuation...
Keynote speaker and future plans

The keynote address was delivered by Hon. Ferdinand L Hernandez, Representative of the 2nd District of
the Province of South Cotabato. He reaffirmed his support for SOCOTECO-|, expressing his desire to see
the cooperative ‘reclaim the Triple A award.” He noted his long-standing commitment to rural
electrification, citing his past achievements, such as uliocmtm%the budget for the electrification of Brgy.
Ned, Lake Sebu in 2016, a far-flung community. Looking ahead, he guaranteed to assist SOCOTECO-| in'its
bid to renew its franchise, which i5 set to expire in 2028,

The first part of thegrogrum concluded with the oath-taking of the newly elected Board Directors,
introduced as Mga Gabay n% Pailaw: Ang mga Board of Directors nfg Kooperatiba'. Closing remarks
were delivered by Dir. Leonard A, Bonzo, \Vice President of the Koronadal |'B District.

The business proper

Following the first paort of the rpmgram, the assembly transitioned to the business proper. The session
began with a Determination of Quorum, noting a 5.11% or a total of 6, 440 registrants, and the reading of
the minutes from the previous AGMA,

Key reports were presented by the Board President and the General Manager, along with the Board
Treasurer, pmmdm% a comprehensive overview of the cooperative's fihancial and operational
erformance. The business session also oddressed new business, focusing on the cooperatives
ranchise Application and the Capital Expenditure (CAPEX) Projects for 2026-2028. These discussions
laid the groundwork for future growth, innovation, and improved service.

The assembly not only celebrated SOCOTECO-I's achievements but also reaffirmed its dedication to
bringing sustainable and reliable delivery of Rower to its MCOs and stakeholders. It truly embodied the

theme of "Empowering Communities and Changing Llives,” highlighting SOCOTECO - Vs identity as a
cooperative owned by its MCOS ~

“SOCOTECO-I, palanggaon naton kay aton ini”.
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Opisyal nang iprinoklama bilang  mga
miyembro ng Board of Directors (BOD) ng
SOCOTECO-1 (South Cotobato | Electric
Cooperative) sina Dir. Andrade F. Lagos sa
Distrito ng Tantangan at Dir. Harley James P.
Octaviano sa Distrito ng Tboli matapos ang
isinagawang eleksyon nitong Hulyo 5-6,
2025,

Ang matagumpay na  pagpill sa mga
bagong direktor oy bunga ng isang maayos
at mapayapang eleksyon na isinagawa sa
kani-kaniyang mga distrito. Malaking bahagi
ng tagumpay ng District Election ang mga

| f

LAGOS AT OCTAVIANO, MULING NAHALAL NA MIYEMBRO NG
SOCOTECO-1 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

dedikadong opisyal at guro mula sa
Department of Education (DepEd). Sila ang
katuwang ng kooperatiba sa
pagpapanatili ng tapat at organisadong
proseso ng eleksyon.

Sina Dir. Lagos at Dir. Octaviano ay
incasahang patuloy na magdadala ng
mga bago at masiglong direksivon sa
pomamohala ng SOCOTECO-|, na
naglalayong patuloy na mapabuti ang
serbisyo ng kuryente so mga miyembro-
konsumidor nito.
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Ito ay

BIGLANG PAGKAWALA

Ana ang Line Clearing? Ang L
ng p(:ﬂpu[f:i__ pagtabas; o pa
durnikit o nakadikit na sa mga linya ng kuryente | power lin

inﬂgdwn upang masiguro ang KALIGTASAN NG PUBLIKO AT MAIWASAN ANG
G KURYENTE.

RA11361: ANTI OBSTRUCTION OF POWER LINES ACT

~ line Clearing: Bakit kailangang putulin ang mga sangay ng puno?
ine Clearing o Vegetation Management ay ang proseso
n na malapit

g-alis ng mga puno, sanga, at hala

SOCOTECO-1 ACTIVELY SUPPORTS AND ENSURES UNINTERRUPTED

POWER SERVICE AT THE Z6TH T'NALAK FESTIVAL

Cooperative] proudly participated in
the vibrant foot parade held os
the celebration of the 26th
Festival this July 11, 2025,

rative showcased its support
for the unique traditions, culture, and
spirit of unity @mong the provinces
celebrated tri-people,” which is one of
the most important aspects of the
annual fiesta.
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TASK FORCE T'NALAK: 247 ON CALL

In line with our é:urti::'rputinn in the
festivitias, SOCOTECO-| also deployed a
dedicated Task Force T'nolak to ensure
the uninterrupted delivery of power
service across all festival activity areas
and venues.

The linemen and technical personnel
were placed on standby ond alert
status, ready to respond

and act on any power-related issues or
incidents. The Task Force guaranteed
that the power supply would remain
stable, especially during periods and
locations with high demand or during
the peak scheduling of festival events
and programs.

This initiative. ~ demonstrates
SOCOTECO-Is dedication not only to

providing light to homes but aiso to
support the significant celebrations that
unite the com

Ly,
-

"\ SOUTH COTABATO

Engr. Rufioe Eduol 8, Episicio
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SOCOTECO-1joins 2025 NEA
simulta
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SOCOTECO-| IN PARTNERSHIP WITH S1IFI GREEN INITIATIVE, SECURES 120 SEEDLINGS

SOCOTECO-1 and SOCOTECO-1 Foundation, Inc.
actively participated in a simultaneous line clearing
and tree planting activity today, a nationwide effort
spearheaded by the National Electrification
Administration (NEA). The cooperative ond the
foundation, along with NEA and 120 other electric
cooperatives across the country, is aligning with the
governments push for unity and envircnmental
stewardship.

In a significant boost, SOCOTECO-| and SIFI secured
120 tree seedlings from the Department of
Agriculture (DA). These seedlings were planted as
part of the ongeing initiative to promote a greener
environment in its coverage area,

The dual-focus event addresses crucial aspects of
community service: the clearing of power lines aims
to ensure o more stable and reliable power supply
for the cooperative's coverage area, while the
extensive tree planting drive is o commitment to
building a greener, more sustainable future for all
members.

SOCOTECO-| and SIFl is proud to work alongside NEA
to light up and green up’ our nation.

The cooperative encourages its member-
consumer-owners (MCOs) to support these efforts
as they work together toward a more resilient power
grid and a healthier environment.
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ROMERNS RV A
SOCOTECO | joined 120 electric cooperatives across

the country In the simultaneous 20256 NEA-EC Fun
Run, dubbed "Let's Bolt In; NEA and ECs Run for a
Cause” as part of the month-long celebration of
NEA's founding anniversary on August 2, 2025,
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NEA Administrator Antonio Marjano C. Almeda Y ﬁ 1\“]1“‘LI"'$HI'IF
expressed his gratitude to all those who made the

event possible—organizers, SpONSors, and
pﬂrtic:l:pﬂ nts fmm GH over thE PhnippinEE* He ALNGLRT 7, B0 | BRI CONVIERTION CENTER RAlD0Lon
emphasized the significance of wunity and = .
collaboration in  promoting health, community
involverment, and support for those in need.

16" NATIONAL
ELECTRIFICATION
AWARENESS MONTH

In his message, Engr. Raffee Edsel B. Epistola, General
Manager, encouraged everyone to join and enjoy
the run, highlighting not only its health benefits but
alse its meaningful purpose.

Director Leonard A. Bonzo, in his closing remarks,
underscored the value of the activity in building and
strengthening connections within and among,
employees, communities and electric cooperatives,

The fun run was held simultaneously nationwide,
with partner electric cooperatives serving as co-
organizers. Proceeds from the event will benefit
marginalized youth in selected Geographically
Isolated and Disadvantaged Areas (GIDAs).

.ubout a raﬂuble und
gquality power in our
areas.

x‘!:""‘ : 5 NEA Administrator Antonic Mariano Almeda
6 e 1] 2025 PHILREC A Annual Gonaral Membarship Meating
’:-‘L'r" 1= SMX Convantion Conter, Bocolod Cily
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Stakeholders and energy sectors gather for

SOCOTECO-I's 3" Power Summit

The South Cotabato | Electric Cooperative (SOCOTECO-I) successfully
gathered its leaders and partners for the 3rd Power Summit on August 20,
2025, at the Vigjera Hotel in the City of Koronadal. The gathering was
centered on strengthening energy security through a greater focus on
renewable energy.

In his opening remarks, Director Bolivar emphasized the cooperative's dual
mission: "We are not only providing power, but also protecting our
environment and ensuring a better tomorrow for our community.” The
summit's theme, “SOCOTECO-I: Reinforcing Renewable Energy for a
Sustainable Community,” set the tone for a series of discussions on how to
build a more resilient and empowered Mindanao.

Key Highlights and Expert Preseniations

Engr. Reggie O. Obregon, Senior Energy Regulation Officer from the Energy
Regulatory Commission (ERC), commended SOCOTECO-I's commitment
to providing relioble and offordable power. He noted how the
cooperative’s efforts are being enhanced by the integration of ICT
development and digital transformation programs. Obregon also shared
the ERC's recent developments and key reforms aimed at improving
regulatory efficiency and consumer welfare.

The summit featured presentations from energy experts. Engr. Kevin Andre
B. Umipig from the Department of Energy (DOE) provided an overview of
the Philippine Electric Power Industry and the specific power situation and
outlook for Mindanao, Following this, Engr. Dexter Fontelar of the National
Electrification Administration {NEAj spoke about renewable energy
development. He reiterated that “electrification goes beyond power lines
and light bulbs; it is about empowering communities, driving progress,
and lighting the way towards inclusive and sustainable development.’

The event also included inspiring messages from key figures in the energy
sector, including APEC Party-list Rep. Sergio C. Dagooc and PHILRECA
Party-list Rep. Presley De Jesus, as well as Atty. Janeene Depay-Colingan
of PHILRECA.

SOCOTECO I's Vision for the Future

A significant portion of the summit was dedicated to presentations from
the SOCOTECO-I management and board. Engr. Raffee Edsel B. Epistola
highlighted the cooperative’s operational successes, while Engr. Michael N.
Marcella detailed upcoming CAPEX projects. Engr. Andrade F. Lagos, Board
President, provided an update on the SOCOTECO-| Franchise Application,
outlining the cooperative’'s long-term plans.

The open forum segment allowed various line agencies and media
representatives to engage directly with the presenters, clarifying topics
related to renewable energy, power distribution reliability, and other
cooperative services.

In his closing message, Board Vice President Leonardo Bonzo thanked all
participants and guests for making the event a success, underscoring the
collective effort required to achieve, a brighter and better SOCOTECO-I.
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PHILRECA

dedicate these awwuds to- all o
{em%e*z.- Consumer-Ownes,

ion and tuwst ae the
aﬁ this success.

Conguatulations!!

NEA LUMENS AWARDS
f_C :rvfth Fully Liquidated Subsidy

un
Fw the t.imef submfssfop of co En i'ate documentar
u;ﬂm? in the Izmdat pvernmert
unds, thereb nsurin cnm iance with

sid
gaad gyn;vamance and soum:' fisedl management.

EC with Least Consumer Com cglamt
For .earnesti| roviding the best servi top the
memher-:nn umer-owners (MCOs), resulting In the
least numb r of consumer complaints and high
customer satisfaction.

Sinag Award

anc liabl d affordab
s?-rci{:’rlc t ;"P r:mr:'fnuligcﬂmcgm:ufé}t u: hrou ,5

the allocation o udgets for house wir
pramorfng ésx pmgrﬂ centerm:? on etectnfn c?atf

PHILRECA AWARDS FROM
THE WIRES

Silver Staﬂar A yard

Fur f:m n "ﬂ, ?1 torious cof:‘ecl}m? afﬁc.‘encfg
{.- stra nr and
ar:h evement wus :had wit determination,
erseverance, Fl dlg r}c! resulted in the
inanc "f stability and Sus tainabil ty of the electric
cooperative.

fl ’Mamber-fc Awa
For fulfilli all its financial oh.‘%qtfnns and for

settin uﬁ nars ings, and other
nv.ntfstnrwfcﬂs of PHILRECA. g

Occupational Safety and Health

Excellence Award
or chievin tmur?tmn m} service w:th ut
t Ities

ncurr ng m:f :asu -:md or abservin
an strict] m ementing effective safety measure
n its cooperation.
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WARIO C. MARASIDAN, CESE I

“WHEN WE ILLUMINATE A HOME, WE DO

NOTJUST POWER A LIGHTBULB, WE POWER

EDUCATION, HEALTH, SAFETY, AND
ORTUNITY"

Empowering Remote Communilies:
A Pathway to Progress through
Microgrid Systems

2025 - The DOE's
Infarmation, Education, and
Communication LIFC} cumpmgn
on the Revised IRR of the Microgrid
Systams Act is more than a policy
roll-out --- it is a direct response
to the everyday needs of Filipinos
in remote and un erved areas.
For families, this means relioble
electricity  that powers schools,
health ters, and livelihoods. For
businesses, it opens new
possibilities for growth, stability,
dand local empleyment.

By simplifying the competitive
selection process, enhancing
private  sector incentives, and
prioritizing micregrid projects as
nationally significant, the
government is creating a more
attractive environment for
investments. that bring power to
the lost mile. This ensures thot
aven the muost isclated
cemmunities are not left behind in
our country's development.

As Assistant Secretary. Mario C
Marasigon aptly soid, "When we
illuminate a home, we do not just
power o lightbulb, we power
education, health, saofety, and
opportunity.” Through this IEC, the
DOE is reinforcing its commitment
to inclusive growth --—— where
acc o energy bDecomes a
catalyst for transformation in the
lives of people and the vitality of
local economies.



